
July 28, 2019 
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 Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be open to you.  

For everyone who asks receives; and the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the 

door will be opened.  Great!  Looks like we’ve hit the lottery!  So I just have to ask God for stuff 

and what I want and I get it?  Is that what this means?  Lots of people could read this and think 

so - then they ask for a specific thing (and maybe it is a good thing) and they don’t get it.  then 

they might think that the scripture is wrong, or God really does not do what God says.  This is an 

easy conclusion to reach when God does not act as we think God should, but the problem is 

really with us misunderstanding what Jesus is saying, and not a problem with God. 

 Our faith can be shaken when we make plans for God to act and God does not deliver.  

But to tell the truth, things would get pretty screwed up if God just gave us whatever we asked 

for.  For that to work, we would have to know what is best 100% of the time, our judgement 

would have to be unaffected by strong emotions, and we would never seek the short-term 

solution instead of the big picture solution.  The fact is that we do make a lot of wrong 

judgements, we loose objectivity when emotions get high, we fail to take into consideration the 

big picture, and we don’t  - although we think we do - know everything that will happen as a 

result of a decision.   As much as we think we have the best idea all the time, it would be 

irresponsible for God to turn over all the deciding to us - God should - and must - remain God. 

 In the Gospel today Jesus is speaking about a specific kind of asking.  What is it that we 

will always gain if we ask, seek, and knock?  Jesus says it in a later part of his speech … how 

much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?  Wait!  O.K. 

that’s nice Jesus - I do really want the Holy Spirit - but have you been checking out what is going 

on here?  Why can’t you just do the things I need and want, and I promise that I will ask about 

the Holy Spirit tomorrow?  We get so focused on our own needs and wants, but Jesus tells us in 

the Gospel of Matthew not to worry so much about these things: Therefore I tell you, do not 

worry about your life, what you will eat [or drink], or about your body, what you will wear. … 

But seek first the kingdom [of God] and his righteousness, and all these things will be given you 

besides.   Jesus tells us to seek for God, to ask for the Holy Spirit, to knock at the door that leads 

to God - first - then the other things will be taken care of. 



 When we receive the Holy Spirit, the Spirit will enlighten us about what else to ask for.  

The Spirit helps us to ask for the things that are really needed - the things that are really best.  

Through the Spirit we will recognize that our judgement is not right 100% of the time, we will 

understand how our emotions make us jump to asking for what is only a short-term solution that 

will not have good long-term results.  Most importantly, the Spirit gives us a wider view of 

things so that we can see the potential negative outcomes of our requests that we could not know 

without having God’s knowledge of the future - not everything we think God should do will 

work out the way we think it will.    Jesus tells us in the Gospel that a friend may get you what 

you need because you ask without giving up, and the human parent naturally wants to give the 

best thing for the child - so much more will God take care of us.  Jesus reminds us that the good 

parent not give the child a scorpion when he asks for an egg - and the good parent (by the way) 

won’t give the kid a scorpion when he asks for a scorpion either!   Jesus tells us that God loves 

us more than the friend, more than the earthly parent - when you ask persistently without giving 

up, and ask for what is best for you - God will respond - when the time is right.   

 We have to keep asking God to help us know what is right, keep seeking of find the 

wisdom to know what the best thing is, and and keep knocking - asking and seeking for greater 

clarity from the Spirit.  With that clarity, knock at God’s door without giving up.  If what we pray 

for does not come, it may be that we are missing something the Spirit is saying, or it is just not 

time to receive it yet.   In the first reading Abraham is asking God to spare Sodom and Gomorra - 

sounds like a good thing to ask.  But we don’t know the whole picture, we don’t know how much 

pain and evil was avoided by God allowing the destruction to go on.   Abraham is petitioning for 

the city and goes further and further until he - not God stops the conversation.  Abraham stops 

asking after he gets to what he thinks is the farthest thing God would accept.  But, had he 

reached the limit of God’s mercy, or was God even more willing to answer his request if he had 

focused his request and stuck with it a little longer? Was God waiting for him to ask for an even 

better thing (like a transformation of the city)?  Ask for the Holy Spirit to show you what the real 

best thing is, seek the long term solution God is pointing out over your immediate wants - then 

keep knocking at God’s door asking and paying attention to God’s reactions, it could be God is 

waiting for you to ask for an even better thing.  God is willing to give you the good things you 

ask for - seek the Spirit to show you what is best, and don’t give up knocking.


